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’ Charm Called |
Ike’s ‘Strategy’
. , . .o

o —— ' ' By James F. King

LONDON, Feb. 16 (®—Brit- |
ain’s- top strategist of World
War II says D\r{ight D, Eisen-|
|| hower’s. strong point as a 'cor’n- 3
{mander was his charm rather|
|
3
i

than military ability. ‘
i -Field Marshal Alan F., Brooke, ||
mow Viscount Alanbrooke, war-|'
time chief of the British Gen-||
eral Staff (1941-46),- made ~his X
observation in . a - war diary|
liforming - the basis of a new
ijbook to be published Monday, |
, J|“The Turn of thé Tide.” “However, if 1ke had Tather}
i Alanbrooke did not have a more than his share of luck we,

very high opinion of most U. S.| ¢ Allies, ‘were certainly ex-
military leaders as strategists, tremely fortunate to have such
including Gen. George C- Ma.r-, an exceptionally charming in-
shall, Chief of Staff, But he‘ dividual. As Supreme Com-
praised Gen. Douglas :Mac',v mander what “he- may have
Arthur as “the greatest generaj! lacked in military ability he|
of the-last war” and spoke well; greatly made up, for by the
of Gen. Walter Bedell Smith.,charm. of his personality.”

SiF A ant, " British!|* Alanbrooke, an: impetuous
historian who wrote the ‘b°°k»$1rishman, devotes most of his}
i|eredits Alanbrooke with being diaries to details of rows with

the mastermind of ithe grand | winston Churchill, though he}
strategy that brvoutg.hlt the Allies pays tribute to the wartime].
|victory.. - Prime Minister as the fnan who|
‘Learned a 1ot “saved the world from Nazx;

. domination.” .
Alanbrooke, in" a footnote to iy e
his diary refefring to Mr. Eis.|At,0dds;With Marshall |
enhower, said: ¢ Alanbtooke “went to all the|
_“He learned at lot during the iimajot wartime conferences|
war, but tactics, strategy and liwith Churchill after the United |
command were never his strong}iStates entry into the war. = -|
points. | : r | The British field marshal was |
. . Where he shone Wastrepeatedly at odds with Gen.|
his ability to handle Allied| larshall. He said though his| -
ifcrées, to ',trea{: them- all wi»t.hﬂ’%I i e i
striet - impartiality, and to get| =~ - )
the. very best out of an inter-fAmerican counterpart was aj
allied force. |, igreat organizer “it is quite im-
“In -all the early ;climés .hg possible to argue with him. as
Wwas uncommonly well serve he does not begin to under-
by his chief of staff, Bedell ; : »
Smith, who had far more fiair Stand, a strategic p T oblem. M
for military matters than. his| Alanbrooke said Marshal i
master.” : once pressed for a.cross-chan-
Alanbrooke, who had hoped|nel strike as early as*1942.|f
’ foreed the Allied invasion | unirooke saig this woud
‘ forces-into France—an assign- have led to disaster. :
ment that went to Gen. Eisen- The British Chief of. Stag)}

hower—went on to comment: told, too, of repeated clashes

. . .'Tke was blest with a|> ' , t Kin
‘wonderful charm that carried wg,,fhiiatgcﬁfmfﬂeiogﬁﬁ ‘

'Eim fdr; perhaps his great asset only to the Pacific. 4
Wwas, a greater share of luck| . . ‘
than mest of us receive in lif~
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